THE WORLD NEEDS MORE PEACEMAKERS!
A message to the church for Peace Sunday 2020 from the Revd Dr Inderjit
Bhogal, Honorary President of the Fellowship of Reconciliation1.
Essential to the things that make for peace are
peacemakers. Peacemakers are blessed by Jesus
who calls them “children of God” (Matthew 5:9).
Neither the title “peacemakers” nor the title
“children of God” are self-designations. However,
you can choose to be a peacemaker. Every follower
of Jesus, and that includes you and me, is called to
be a peacemaker.

are a peacemaker. God is the God of peace. All the
great religions of the world teach this be they
Buddhists, Christians, Hindus, Jains, Jews, Muslims,
Sikhs or Zoroastrians. Children of God will treat all
people as children of God.

God could have had an easier life by making all
people the same, of the same nature and character,
same appearance and
“Peace-making is rooted
language, same hopes and
The beatitude about peacemakers follows
in seeing and valuing the aspirations, same likes and
from “purity” of heart, and precedes
dislikes, same colour and
Image of God in all
“persecution”. Purity of heart is about the
culture. In God’s wisdom
clarity with which people see the Image of people, including those
human beings are made in
God in others. Think about the great who may revile or
“the Image and likeness of
peacemakers, they all have this in persecute you, and who
God”, but not the same.
common, that they see the image of God in may see you as their
Human beings are made in
all people.
enemy”
the Image of God but are
marked by their immense
Peace-making is not a popular task, nor is
it an easy or a soft option. Peacemakers often attract differences.
hostility. Peace-making is tough, and more difficult
This is what makes us beautiful, but herein also lies
than making conflict or inflicting violence. We know
the route to our brokenness. Brokenness and
from history that peacemakers are themselves hated
conflict arise when differences are not seen as gift
and persecuted by others. Mahatma Gandhi was
and strength, but are seen as things to fear and
disliked by many people of his nation because he was
generate hostility. We can see this in all conflict in
seen as weak. He was criticised for even calling on
the world.
the police to be non-violent.
Peace-making is essentially about valuing
Jesus was a peacemaker and is the Christian pattern
differences and diversity of opinions, facilitating
and example to follow. He is described as “our
deep and respectful listening to all views without
peace”, making peace by breaking down dividing
rubbishing or humiliating anyone. Peace-making is
walls of segregation and hostility (Ephesians 2:14).
rooted in seeing and valuing the Image of God in all
He taught his followers to love their neighbours, to
people, including those who may revile or persecute
“love your enemies and pray for those who
you, and who may see you as their enemy.
persecute you, so that you may be children of your
Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:44, 45).
Peace-making means listening and enabling listening
however much you dislike what is being said, and
Twice in Matthew Chapter 5, those who work for
asking questions that seek greater clarity in what is
peace are called “children” of God. What this means
being said, helping everyone to see strengths and
is that you most closely reflect the nature and
weaknesses in points raised. This is frequently the
character of God, the great Peacemaker, when you
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path to achieving shared strategic wisdom and ways
forward.

together. He paid for this by his life (Ephesians 2:13).
He practised what he preached. He lives on and
continues to inspire millions all around the world
today.

Maya Angelou, the African American writer and poet
says, that parents should teach children early that
there is a beauty and strength in diversity. The Rev The word translated “peacemaker” means being
Dr Martin Luther King, whose famous dream speech active in holding people together, and cultivating
has been invoked much recently,
peace. Peacemakers see the Image of
The world needs more
was often heard saying “I have a
God in all people, they live on a larger
peacemakers.
dream that one day this nation will
map, see the bigger picture, treat all
rise up and live out the true meaning
people equally, and so they reflect
Be a Peacemaker, in
of it’s creed that all people are made
the nature and character of God.
your congregation, in
equal”. Not same, equal.
The world needs more peacemakers.
your school and
For all their peace-making words community,
Be a Peacemaker, in your
and actions people like Dr King and
congregation, in your school and
Mahatma
Gandhi
were in your home,
community, in your home, in your
assassinated, though their wisdom
work place and playground, in your
in
your
work
place
continues to inspire millions.
neighbourhood, in your nation, in the
and playground,
world.
Saint Oscar Romero, who was
Archbishop of El Salvador at the in your
Peacemakers
are
ordinary,
height of the civil war in his country, neighbourhood, in
vulnerable people. They try to live
used to tell the soldiers in his
with a purity of heart, which most
your nation, in the
country not to kill people because
importantly means, with a capacity
world.
they were only killing their own
to see the Image of God in all people,
brothers and sisters. He was seen as such a threat for not least in those who look, and think, and speak
preaching peace that he was assassinated, shot dead differently. This requirement goes deep into the
in March 1980 as he lifted the bread and wine at a need for honesty, humility and integrity in
service of Holy Communion.
relationships, and clarity and focus in thought and
being. It calls on you to pray for others, including
Some years ago, I visited El Salvador. I visited the
your “enemies” and those who revile you or
Jesuit University in San Salvador. Six of their staff had
persecute you. It calls on you to always strive, do
also been shot dead in November 1989 for sharing
your uttermost, to aim at healing, never at harming,
stories of witnesses to atrocities. Bullets had been
and always to seek non-violent solutions to conflict.
aimed at their brains. Their printing facilities were
destroyed.
Make sure that your morality and ethics are not
defined by those who see some people as less than
I was shown a portrait of Oscar Romero hanging in
human, but by the values of God seen in the life and
the University. It had been shot at by the assassins of
teachings of Christ and all he called “children of God
the staff. Clearly there was a feeling that the wisdom
of the Archbishop, now sainted, continued to inspire
people, and this was seen as dangerous too.
The one who most closely portrays God, according to
the New Testament, is Jesus who is “our peace”.
How does Jesus cultivate peace? By removing
dividing walls of hatred. By bringing hostile people
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